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William Wiley: Alchemical Lyon
In January of 2007, acclaimed West
Coast artist William Wiley created his
seventh tapestry edition, Alchemical
Lyon. The work draws from a host of
Wiley’s favorite inspirations, among
them the esoteric world of medieval
alchemy, the iconoclastic rhythms of
graffiti, and the East-West antagonism
that characterizes the current political
sphere. The tapestry was woven from
a mixed-media collage: rather than
digitally combining scanned imagery,
Wiley used a print of an earlier painting as a ground, to which he added
painted, drawn and collaged elements
by hand. ‘Stoplights’ at the left-hand
side reference Wiley’s recent series in
which a black-and-white world is contrasted with brilliantly colored imagery.
Alchemical Lyon, 2007, Jacquard tapestry, 72 x 84 in., edition of 6
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